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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is in response to tine amendment filed on 1 0/27/2009. 
After thorough search and examination of the present application and in light of 

the prior art made of record, claims 1-2, 4-6, 14-15, 17-19 and 23-24 (renumbered as 1- 
12) are allowed. 

Claims 3, 7-13, 16 and 20-22 have been cancelled. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Attorney, Amir Rohani Registration No. 61 ,782 on January 1 1 , 2010. 

Please amend the claims, which were filed on 10/27/2009 with new versions 
as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) An information processing apparatus, comprising: 

a memory unit which stores a shared folder management table which contains 
information about a plurality of shared folders and states of a plurality of information 
processing apparatuses being associated with the shared folders, wherein each of said 
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shared folders stores image data therein and is shared by one or more of the plurality of 
information processing apparatuses connected to a network; 

a search controller which executes searching of said shared folders; 

a comparator which compares shared folders of a present search with those of a 
last search; 

an updating controller which updates said states of the information processing 
apparatuses in said shared folder management table based on present states of the 
information processing apparatuses determined from the information about shared 
folders stored in said shared folder management table and a result of the comparison 
made by said comparator; and 

a display unit which displays updated states of the information processing 
apparatuses: 

wherein said states of a plurality of information processing apparatuses in said 
shared folder management table include a power ON/OFF state of each information 
processing apparatus; 

said updated controller updates the power ON/OFF state of each information 
processing apparatus based on present ON/OFF states of the information processing 
apparatuses determined from the information about shared folders stored in said shared 
folder management table and the result of the comparison made bv said comparator: 
and 
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said display unit displays updated states of information processing apparatuses 
in a manner according to the updated power ON/OFF state of each information 
processing apparatus . 

2. (Previously Presented) The information processing apparatus according to claim 
1 , further comprising: 

a document reader which reads a document, and outputs image data; and 
a communication controller which transmits the image data to said shared 
folders. 

3. (Cancelled). 

4. (Previously Presented) The information processing apparatus according to claim 
1 , wherein said search controller executes the shared folder searching at intervals of a 
first predetermined time. 

5. (Previously Presented) The information processing apparatus according to claim 
4, wherein said updating controller changes the power ON/OFF state of an information 
processing apparatus into OFF state when a shared folder, which is stored in said 
shared folder management table associated with the information processing apparatus, 
was found by the last search but is not found by the present search. 
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6. (Previously Presented) Tlie information processing apparatus according to claim 
1, further comprising: 

a selection controller which allows selection of a destination to which image data 
is transmitted, 

wherein, when said destination is selected, said display unit displays the updated 
states of the information processing apparatuses. 

7-13. (Cancelled). 

14. (Currently Amended) A method for information processing which is used to 
handle information about a plurality of information processing apparatuses 
interconnected by a network, said method comprising: 

searching a plurality of shared folders stored in a memory unit which stores a 
shared folder management table which includes information about the shared folders 
and states of a plurality of information processing apparatuses having the shared 
folders, wherein each of said shared folders stores image data therein and is shared by 
one or more of the plurality of information processing apparatuses connected to a 
network; 

comparing shared folders obtained by a present search with those of a previous 
search; 
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updating said states of the plurality of information processing apparatuses in said 
shared folder management table based on present states of the information processing 
apparatuses determined from the information about shared folders stored in said shared 
folder management table and a result of the comparison; and 

displaying the states of the information processing apparatuses in a manner 
according to the updated states thereof; 

wherein, when states of the plurality of information processing apparatuses in 
said shared folder management table include a power ON/OFF state of each 
information processing apparatus, the power ON/OFF state of each information 
processing apparatus is updated based on present ON/OFF states of the information 
processing apparatuses determined from the information about shared folders stored in 
said shared folder management table and the result of the comparison and displayed on 
the display unit in a manner according to the updated power ON/OFF state of each 
information processing apparatus. 

15. (Previously Presented) The method for information processing according to claim 
14, further comprising: 

reading a document by a document reader and output the image data; and 

transmitting image data to said shared folders. 



16. (Cancelled). 
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17. (Previously Presented) Tlie method for information processing according to claim 
14, wherein shared folder searching is executed at intervals of first predetermined time. 

18. (Previously Presented) The method for information processing according to claim 
14, wherein, the power ON/OFF state of the information processing apparatus is 
changed into the OFF state, when a shared folder was found by the last search but is 
not found by the present search. 

1 9. (Previously Presented) The method for information processing according to claim 
14, further comprising: 

selecting a destination to which image data is transmitted, 
wherein, when said destination is selected, said display displays the states of the 
information processing apparatuses. 

20-22. (Cancelled). 

23. (Previously Presented) The information processing apparatus according to claim 
6, wherein said search controller executes the shared folder searching at intervals of a 
first predetermined time when said destination is not selected, and executes the shared 
folder searching at intervals of a second predetermined time shorter than the first 
predetermined time when said destination is selected. 
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24. (Previously Presented) A method for information processing according to claim 
19, wherein said shared folder searching is executed at intervals of a first 
predetermined time when said destination is not selected, and said shared folder 
searching Is executed at the intervals of a second predetermined time shorter than the 
first predetermined time when said destination is selected. 

Reason for Allowance 

3. The prior art made of record does not teach or fairly suggest the combination of 
elements, as recited in independent claims 1 and 14. 

More specifically, the prior art of records does not specifically suggest the 
combination of "a memory unit which stores a shared folder management table which 
contains Information about a plurality of shared folders and states of a plurality of 
Information processing apparatuses being associated with the shared folders, wherein 
each of said shared folders stores image data therein and is shared by one or more of 
the plurality of information processing apparatuses connected to a network; a search 
controller which executes searching of said shared folders; a comparator which 
compares shared folders of a present search with those of a last search; said updated 
controller updates the power ON/OFF state of each Information processing apparatus 
based on present ON/OFF states of the information processing apparatuses determined 
from the information about shared folders stored in said shared folder management 
table and the result of the comparison made by said comparator;" as recited in 
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independent claim 1 and "searching a plurality of shared folders stored in a memory unit 
which stores a shared folder management table which includes information about the 
shared folders and states of a plurality of information processing apparatuses having 
the shared folders, wherein each of said shared folders stores image data therein and is 
shared by one or more of the plurality of information processing apparatuses connected 
to a network; comparing shared folders obtained by a present search with those of a 
previous search; the power ON/OFF state of each information processing apparatus is 
updated based on present ON/OFF states of the information processing apparatuses 
determined from the information about shared folders stored in said shared folder 
management table and the result of the comparison" as recited in independent claim 14 
in combination with all the other limitations in the independent claims 1 and 14. 

These features together with other limitations of the independent claim are novel 
and non-obvious over the prior art of record. The dependent claims 2, 4-6, 15, 17-19 
and 23-24 being definite, enabled by the specification, and further limiting to the 
independent claims are also allowable. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Contact Information 
4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from tlie 
examiner should be directed to USMAAN SAEED whose telephone number is 
(571)272-4046. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hosain Alam can be reached on (571)272-3978. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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